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R&I Launches Alliance with Korean Rating Agency NICE 
      
     Japan Rating and Investment Information, Inc. (R&I), and the Seoul-based National Information 
& Credit Evaluation Inc. (NICE), a leading Korean rating agency, formally launched an alliance in the 
field of credit rating activities in Tokyo on April 25. 
 
     The alliance will consist of an exchange of rating-related information and know-how, such as 
political and economic analysis, between R&I and NICE, as well as the mutual dispatch of trainee 
analysts. Both companies' homepages will be linked, and there will also be an exchange of 
publications. This is the first time that R&I has formed an alliance with a foreign rating agency. R&I 
currently rates fifteen Korean entities, including the sovereign rating, local government bodies, 
public-sector corporations, and corporates, and the alliance is likely to strengthen the analysis of 
Korean creditworthiness and boost information gathering capacity. 
 
     NICE was established in 1986, capitalized by the Korean Federation of Banks and twenty 
private-sector banks, and assigns ratings to bonds and CP, as well as providing on-line corporate 
information and other data. The company is also involved in developing computer systems for financial 
institutions. Its sales in 1999 totaled US$36.13 million, and it has about 300 staff. 
 

     For further information, please contact Katsuyuki Ushiro or Yoshihisa Tsuruoka at  
R&I's International rating Department (Tel: 03-3276-3406). 

 


